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READING MATTERS’ CHARITY BALL RAISES £20K TO IMPROVE LITERACY
SKILLS AND CHANGE LIVES
Local literacy charity, Reading Matters held its 20th Anniversary Charity Ball on Saturday night at The
Midland Hotel in Bradford.
The ball raised an amazing total of £20,000, including the essential match-funding from Barclays Bank, to help
young people to read with confidence and reach their potential.
The event was hosted by Andrew Edwards from BBC Radio Leeds and attended by Naz Shah MP and the Lord
Mayor and Lady Mayoress of Bradford.
Staff from Barclays Bank helped with the fundraising activities on the evening which included an Envelope Draw
and Silent Auction to raise money for Reading Matters
th

Reading Matters is celebrating its 20 anniversary this year after starting out in 1997 by placing a handful of
Reading Mentors into secondary schools. Since then it has expanded its range of programmes and grown
enormously and last year alone helped 6805 young people to read well, have better confidence and improved selfesteem.
Reading Matters specialises in one to one literacy support for children and young people who are reluctant and
struggling readers and for whom personal intervention can make a big difference in a relatively short time.
Rachel Kelly, the Chief Executive of Reading Matters said “I am absolutely delighted with the total amount raised
and would like to thank everybody who has been involved or who has donated a prize for helping to make the ball
such a success. Andrew Edwards did a wonderful job as our host for the evening and the support from Barclays
Bank is really critical to what we are able to achieve.”
Reading Matters manages its own network of volunteer Reading Mentors in Yorkshire and provides training in one
to one literacy support for education staff, peer mentors and parents and carers.

The charity helped over 6,800 children last year to improve their reading age by an average of 13 months with just
10 hours of support.
Reading Matters is also hosting a literacy conference entitled ‘Closing the Literacy Gap’ at Bradford City FC on the
29th of June 2017. For details please visit their website www.readingmatters.org.uk.
Notes to Editors


Reading Matters is a literacy charity based in Buttershaw, Bradford, West Yorkshire



Founded in 1997



On average, after a 10-week intervention (2 x 30 minutes of support each week for 10 weeks) with a
Reading Matters’ Reading Mentor or Reading Leader (an older pupil that supports a younger one in
school), a young person’s reading age will improve by 13 months.
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